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Leadtek announces “My Smart Messenger”, the standardized GPS receiver fully capable of receiving RDS and Traffic information
[Almere – September 5th, 2004]
Leadtek Research Inc., a leading manufacturer of GPS receivers, Videophones, Communications products, Graphics cards and Multi-Media products, today announces the “My Smart Messenger”, a high-quality GPS receiver with integrated reception for RDS and traffic information.

[image: image3.png]My Swiart Messenger




[image: image4.jpg]N
B






With the integration of an RDS and traffic information unit, the positioning information from the GPS can be combined with real-time broadcasted data, e.g. real-time traffic information, the latest news facts, last minute speed traps and other traffic or news-related information. This information is supported and broadcasted free of charge by all major FM broadcasters in Europe. No pre-paid service subscriptions for GPRS or GSM are required with the Leadtek GPS receiver! This means, for instance, that Navigation software, using this technology, can dynamically re-route to avoid traffic blocks or traffic jams by providing alternative routes. At the same time, the user is informed of much more RDS and TMC data broadcasted, e.g. the latest news facts and police check points (depending on the broadcaster).
Besides traffic information, My Smart Messenger offers full RDS processing while retaining the NMEA standard. This means that the receiver can be connected to any major already existing Navigation solution. If the software supports My Smart Messenger, RDS and TMC functionality will be used. Otherwise, this functionality is disabled automatically and My Smart Messenger behaves like a normal GPS receiver.
“We always try to protect the investments that our customers have made. When the customer purchases My Smart Messenger, he can be sure that it will operate with the Navigation software he already owns. At the same time, the customer is ready for the future, when updates of many Navigation software will include RDS and Traffic information processing”, says Miao-Shan Wu, General Manager for Leadtek Europe B.V. and VP in Leadtek Research Inc. “We specifically chose to use an open and documented standard to ensure compatibility, together with a broad and strong acceptance of this product in the market. Also future Leadtek GPS receivers and in-car navigation and location products will include this capability and utilize this open standard”, she adds.

My Smart Messenger uses SiRFstarIIE Technology in a 12 channel, ‘All-in-View’ SiRFstarIIE Low Power (LP) High Sensitivity chipset design. It has an integrated rechargeable Lithium backup battery for faster GPS startup (cold/warm/hot start time: 45/38/8 Seconds).
My Smart Messenger will be bundled with an extensive software package for both the Navigation user and technology enthusiast/developer: A 30 day trial version of the Destinator Navigation system, the Winfast Navigator and the complete Software Development Kit to enable you to build your own applications for My Smart Messenger. Also, Leadtek Smart-View - a Traffic and RDS messages viewer - will be included. This software package enables you to view RDS and TMC messages on your PDA and / or laptop without the need of a Navigation software solution.
My Smart Messenger will be available from mid-October in Germany, United Kingdom, France and the Benelux. The recommended retail price will be 139 Euro incl. VAT. 

About Leadtek

Founded in 1986, Leadtek Research, Inc. is a research and development company, which specialises in the design and manufacture of a wide range of high performance graphics, video and motherboard solutions. With a wide range of products from 3D Graphics, Multimedia, Motherboards, platforms for Video Conferencing, Video Surveillance, GPS Navigation, and Wireless Communication. Leadtek has its sights set on providing Total Systems and Total Solutions for entry level and professional users alike in 2004. Leadtek has always been focused on intensive R&D, and its ISO9001 manufacturing facility has been recognized as an industry quality leader. Leadtek’s R&D efforts are channelled towards user satisfaction while at the same time keeping customer profitability in mind. Leadtek is committed to a win-win strategy of identifying and meeting the needs of its users, thereby sharing a mutual success with its customers. 
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